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(54) Carbon fiber and composite using the same 



(57) A carbon fiber in which a number of hexagonal 
carbon layers in the shape of a bottomless cup are 
stacked. At least part of edges of the hexagonal carbon 
layers is exposed on an outer surface or inner surface 
of the carbon fiber. The carbon fiber has a hollow shape 
with no bridge. If a deposited film formed on the outer 



or inner surface of the carbon fiber is removed, the de- 
gree of exposure of the hexagonal carbon layers is fur- 
ther improved. The exposed edges of the hexagonal 
carbon layers have an extremely high degree of activity 
and excel in adhesion to base materials such as resins. 
Therefore, a composite excelling in tensile strength and 
compressive strength can be obtained. 
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Description 

[0001] Japanese Patent Application No. 2001 -81 734, 
filed on March 21 , 2001 and Japanese Patent Applica- 
tion No. 2001-260403, filed on August 29, 2001, are 
hereby incorporated by reference in their entirety. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0002] The present invention relates to a carbon fiber 
and a composite using the same. More particularly, the 
present invention relates to a carbon fiber having a her- 
ring-bone structure in which a number of hexagonal car- 
bon layers in the shape of a bottomless cup are stacked, 
wherein at least part of edges of the hexagonal carbon 
layers is exposed, and to a composite containing the 
carbon fiber. 

[0003] A vapor-grown carbon fiber is known in the art. 
[0004] This carbon fiber is a short fiber in which car- 
bon obtained by pyrolysis of hydrocarbons such as ben- 
zene or methane at a temperature of about 700 °C to 
1 000 °C is grown with a catalyst particle such as a ultra- 
fine iron particle or nickel as a nucleus. 
[0005] Carbon fibers generally have a structure in 
which the hexagonal carbon layers are grown concen- 
trically or a structure in which the hexagonal carbon lay- 
ers are grown in the axial direction. However, depending 
upon the vapor growth conditions such as catalyst, tem- 
perature range, and flow rate, carbon fibers may have 
a herring-bone structure in which the stacked hexagonal 
carbon layers are tilted with respect to the fiber axis at 
an specific angle. 

[0006] Carbon fibers are often mixed with resins or the 
like and used as composites. However, carbon fibers 
generally have poor adhesion to resins. 
[0007] This is because carbon fibers have a lower de- 
gree of surface activity since the hexagonal carbon lay- 
ers (AB planes) are exposed on the inner and outer sur- 
faces. Moreover, a thin deposited layer in which an ex- 
cess amount of insufficiently crystallized amorphous 
carbon is deposited is inevitably formed on the surface 
of carbon fibers manufactured using a vapor growth 
process. This deposited layer also has a lower degree 
of activity, thereby resulting in poor adhesion to the res- 
ins. 

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0008] The present invention has been achieved to 
solve the above-described problems. The present in- 
vention may provide a carbon fiber having a high degree 
of surface activity and exhibiting good adhesion to res- 
ins or the like, and a composite using the same. 
[0009] In order to solve the above problems, a first 
aspect of the present invention provides a carbon fiber 
comprising a coaxial stacking morphology of truncated 
conical tubular graphene layers or a truncated graphene 
conical tubule's morphology, wherein each of the trun- 



cated conical tubular graphene layers includes a hex- 
agonal carbon layer. 

[0010] In other words, this carbon fiber has a cup- 
stacked structure or a lampshade-stacked structure in 

s which a number of hexagonal carbon layers in the shape 
of a bottomless cup are stacked. The coaxial stacking 
morphology of the truncated conical tubular graphene 
layers may have a shape of a hollow core with no bridge. 
According to such a structure, each of the truncated con- 

10 ical tubular graphene layers has a large ring end at one 
end and a small ring end at the other end in an axial 
direction, wherein edges of the hexagonal carbon layers 
are exposed at the large ring ends of the outer surface 
and the small ring ends of the inner surface. In other 

'5 words, the edges of the tilted hexagonal carbon layers 
having a herring-bone structure are exposed in layers. 
[0011] In an ordinary carbon fiber with a herring-bone 
structure, a number of hexagonal carbon layers in the 
shape of a cup having a bottom are stacked. However, 

20 the carbon fiber according to the first aspect of the 
present invention has a hollow structure with no bridge 
and has a length ranging from several tens of nanome- 
ters to several tens of microns. 

[0012] If the coaxial stacking morphology of the trun- 
ks cated conical tubular graphene layers is vapor grown, a 
wide area of an outer surface or an inner surface may 
be covered with a deposited film of an excess amount 
of pyrolytic carbons. However, at least part of edges of 
the hexagonal carbon layers may be exposed at the 
so large ring ends on the outer surface side or at the-small 
ring ends on the inner surface side. 
[0013] The edges of the hexagonal carbon layers ex- 
posed on the outer surface or the inner surface of the 
carbon fiber have an extremely high degree of activity, 
35 exhibit good affinity to various types of materials, and 
excel in adhesion to base materials such as resins. 
Therefore, a composite excelling in tensile strength and 
compressive strength can be obtained. 
[0014] In this carbon fiber, part or all of the deposited 
40 films formed over the outer surface or the inner surface 
during the vapor growth process of the carbon fiber may 
be removed by a treatment to be performed later. It is 
because the deposited layers are formed of an excess 
amount of insufficiently crystallized amorphous carbon, 
45 and the surfaces of the deposited layers are inactive. 
[0015] In the carbon fiber according to the first aspect 
of the present invention, an outer surface of the carbon 
fiber may be formed of the large ring ends stacked in 
the axial direction; and exposed part of the edges of the 
50 hexagonal carbon layers may have an area equal to or 
more than 2% of an area of the outer surface, and pref- 
erably 7% of an area of the outer surface. 
[0016] The positions of the large ring ends formingthe 
outer surface may be irregular, and the outer surface 
55 may have minute irregularity at the level of atoms. 

[0017] Similarly, an inner surface of the carbon fiber 
may be formed of the small ring ends stacked in the axial 
direction; and positions of the small ring ends forming 
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the inner surface may be irregular, and the inner surface 
may have minute irregularity at the level of atoms. 
[0018] Such configuration including'a hollow shape 
provides the anchor effect on the base materials such 
as resin, and so adhesion to the base materials is further 
increased. As a result, a composite having an extremely 
high strength can be provided. 

[0019] The carbon fiber according to the first aspect 
of the present invention may have characteristics by 
which at least the area in which the edges of the hexag- 
onal carbon layers are exposed (or area in which the 
deposited layers are removed) is not graphitized even 
if the carbon fiber is subjected to a heat treatment at a 
temperature of 2500 °C or more. 
[0020] Carbon fibers are generally graphitized by a 
heat treatment at a temperature of 2500 °C or more. 
[0021] However, the carbon fiber in which the edges 
of the hexagonal carbon layers are exposed is not 
graphitized even if the carbon fiber is heated at 2500 °C 
or more at least in the area in which the edges of the 
hexagonal carbon layers are exposed. 
[0022] It is confirmed that the carbon fiber is not 
graphitized by a heat treatment at a temperature of 2500 
°C or more by the fact that the D peak (1360 cm" 1 ) in 
the Raman spectrum does not disappear. 
[0023] A third aspect of the present invention provides 
a composite including a base material such as resin or 
metal with which the above carbon fiber is mixed in. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL VIEWS OF 
THE DRAWING 

[0024] FIG. 1 is a copy of a transmission electron mi- 
crograph showing a carbon fiber having a herring-bone 
structure maraifactured using a vapor growth process. 
[0025] FIG. 2 is a copy of an enlarged micrograph of 
FIG. 1 . 

[0026] FIG. 3 is a schematic view of FIG. 2. 
[0027] FIG. 4 is a copy of a transmission electron mi- 
crograph showing a carbon fiber having a herring-bone 
structure heated at a temperature of about 530 °C for 
one hour in air. 

[0028] FIG. 5 is a copy of an enlarged micrograph of 
FIG. 4. 

[0029] FIG. 6 is a copy of a further enlarged micro- 
graph of FIG. 5. 

[0030] FIG. 7 is a schematic view of FIG. 6. 
[0031] FIG. 8 is a characteristic chart showing tensile 
strength (horizontal axis) and tensile modulus (vertical 
axis) of various types of composites. 
[0032] FIG. 9 is a characteristic chart showing the Ra- 
man spectra of a carbon fiber having a herring-bone 
structure (sample No. 24PS) after heating at 500 °C, 
520 °C, 530 °C, and 540 °C for one hour in air. 
[0033] FIG. 10 is a characteristic chart showing the 
Raman spectra of carbon fiber samples No. 1 9PS and 
No. 24PS in which edges of hexagonal carbon layers 
are exposed by the heat treatment. 



[0034] FIG. 11 is a characteristic chart showing the 
Raman^pectra of the carbon fiber samples No. 19PS 
and No. 24PS heated at 3000 °C after the edges of the 
hexagonal carbon layers have been exposed, 
s [0035] FIG. 12 is a computer graphic showing a co- 
axial stacking morphology of truncated conical tubular 
graphene layers, based on rigorous quantum theoretical 
calculations. 

[0036] FIG. 13 is a computer graphic showing a hex- 
io agonal carbon layer, which is a unit of the coaxial stack- 
ing morphology of the truncated conical tubular graph- 
ene layers of FIG. 12, based on rigorous quantum the- 
oretical calculations. 

[0037] FIG. 14 is a schematic view of a large ring end 
15 and a small ring end respectively forming an outer sur- 
face and an inner surface of the coaxial stacking mor- 
phology of truncated conical tubular graphene layers. 
[0038] FIG . 1 5 is a schematic view of a deposited film 
of pyrolytic carbon formed over a wide range of an outer 
20 surface of a carbon fiber. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE EMBODIMENT 

[0039] One embodiment of the present invention is 

25 described below in detail with reference to the drawings. 
[0040] Carbon fibers generally have a structure in 
which the hexagonal carbon layers are grown concen- 
trically or a structure in which the hexagonal carbon lay- 
ers are grown in the axial direction. However, depending 

30 upon the vapor growth conditions such as catalyst, tem- 
perature range, and flow rate, carbon fibers may have 
a herring-bone structure in which the stacked hexagonal 
carbon layers are tilted with respect to the fiber axis at 
an specific angle. 

35 [0041] In an ordinary carbon fibers with a herring- 
bone structure, a number of hexagonal carbon layers in 
the shape of a cup having a bottom are stacked. How- 
ever, the vapor-grown carbon fiber according to one em- 
bodiment of the present invention has a structure in 

*o which a number of hexagonal carbon layers in the shape 
of a bottomless cup are stacked (this bottomless carbon 
fiber is hereinafter called "carbon fiber having a herring- 
bone structure"). 

[0042] Specifically, this carbon fiber 1 has a coaxial 
45 stacking morphology of truncated conical tubular graph- 
ene layers shown by a computer graphic in FIG. 12. 
Each of the truncated conical tubular graphene layers 
is formed of a hexagonal carbon layer 10 as shown in 
FIG. 13. Although the actual hexagonal carbon layers 
so are stacked densely in an axial direction A, they are 
stacked roughly in FIG. 12 for convenience of descrip- 
tion. 

[0043] FIG. 14 is a schematic view of FIG. 12. Each 
of the hexagonal carbon layers 1 0 has a large ring end 
55 20 and a small ring end 22 at opposite ends in the axial 
direction. The large ring ends 20 are stacked in the axial 
direction A to form an outer surface 30 of the carbon 
fiber 1 . The small ring ends 22 are stacked in the axial 
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direction A to form an inner surface 32 of the carbon 
\f iber 1 . The carbon fiber 1 is thus in the shape of a hollow 
core with no bridge and has a center hole 14. 
[0044] An example of a method of manufacturing the 
carbon fiber 1 shown in FIG. 12 is described below. 
[0045] A conventional vertical type reactor was used. 
[0046] Benzene as a raw material was fed to a cham- 
ber of the reactor using a hydrogen stream at a flow rate 
of 0.3 l/h and a partial pressure equivalent to the vapor 
pressure at about 20 °C. Ferrocene as a catalyst was 
vaporized at 185 °C and fed to the chamber at a con- 
centration of about 3 x 1 0 -7 mol/s. The reaction temper- 
ature and the reaction time were about 1100 C C and 
about 20 minutes, respectively. As a result, a carbon fib- 
er having a herring-bone structure with an average di- 
ameter of about 1 00 nm was obtained. A hollow carbon 
fiber having no bridge at a length ranging from several 
tens of nanometers to several tens of microns, in which 
a number of hexagonal carbon layers in the shape of a 
bottomless cup are stacked, is obtained by adjusting the 
flow rate of the raw material and the reaction tempera- 
ture (which are changed depending on the size of the 
reactor). 

[0047] FIG. 1 is a view showing a copy of a transmis- 
sion electron micrograph of the carbon fiber having a 
herring-bone structure manufactured using the vapor 
growth process. FIG. 2 is a view showing a copy of an 
enlarged photograph of FIG. 1 , and FIG. 3 is a schemat- 
ic view of FIG. 2. 

[0048] As is clear from these figures, a deposited lay- 
er 12, in which an excess amount of amorphous carbon 
is deposited, is formed to cover the tilted hexagonal car- 
bon layers 10. The thickness of the deposited layer 12 
is about several nanometers. A reference numeral 14 
indicates the center hole. 

[0049] FIG. 15 is a view schematically showing a state 
in which the deposited films 12 are formed over a wide 
area of the outer surface 30 of the carbon fiber 1 . As 
shown in FIG. 15, the hexagonal carbon layers 10 are 
exposed on the large ring ends 20 in the areas in which 
the outer surface of the carbon fiber 1 is not covered 
with the deposited films 12. These areas have a high 
degree of activity. In the area in which the inner surface 
of the carbon fiber 1 is not covered with the deposited 
films 12, the hexagonal carbon layers 10 are exposed 
on the exposed small ring ends 22. 
[0050] The deposited layers 12 are oxidized and py- 
rolyzed by heating the carbon fiber on which the depos- 
ited layers 1 2 are formed at a temperature of 400 °C or 
more, preferably 500 °C or more, and still more prefer- 
ably 520 to 530 °C for one to several hours in air. As a 
result, the deposited layers 12 are removed, whereby 
the edges of the hexagonal carbon layers are further ex- 
posed. 

[0051] The deposited layers 12 may be removed by 
washing the carbon fiber with supercritical water, where- 
by the edges of the hexagonal carbon layers are ex- 
posed. 



[0052] The deposited layers 12 may be removed by 
immersing the carbon fiber in hydrochloric acid or sul- 
furic acid and heating the carbon fiber at about 80 °C 
while stirring using a stirrer. 

5 [0053] FIG. 4 is a copy of a transmission electron mi- 
crograph of the carbon fiber having a herring-bone 
structure heated at a temperature of about 530 °C for 
one hour in air. FIG. 5 is a copy of an enlarged photo- 
graph of FIG. 4, FjG. 6 is a copy of an enlarged photo- 

10 graph of FIG. 5, and FIG. 7 is a schematic view of FIG. 6. 
[0054] As is clear from FIGS. 5 to 7, part of the de- 
posited layers 12 is removed by performing a heat treat- 
ment or the like, whereby the edges of the hexagonal 
carbon layers 10 are further exposed. The residual de- 

is posited layers 1 2 are considered to be almost py rolyzed 
and merely attached to the carbon fiber. The deposited 
layers 12 can be removed completely by combining heat 
treatment for several hours and washing with supercrit- 
ical water. 

20 [0055] As is clear from FIG. 4, the carbon fiber 1 in 
which a number of hexagonal carbon layers 1 0 in the 
shape of a bottomless cup are stacked is hollow at a 
length ranging at least from several tens of nanometers 
to several tens of microns. 

25 [0056] The tilt angle of the hexagonal carbon layers 
with respect to the center line is from about 25° to 35°. 
[0057] As is clear from FIGS. 6 and 7, the edges of 
the hexagonal carbon layers 1 0 on the outersurface and 
the inner surface are irregular in the area in which the 

30 edges of the hexagonal carbon layers 1 0 are exposed, 
whereby minute irregularities 16 at a nanometer (nm) 
level, specifically, at the level of atoms are formed. The 
irregularities 16 are unclear before removing the depos- 
ited layers 12 as shown in FIG. 2. However, the irregu- 

35 larities 16 appear by removing the deposited layers 12 
by the heat treatment. 

[0058] The exposed edges of the hexagonal carbon 
layers 1 0 have an extremely high degree of activity and 
easily bond to other atoms. The reasons therefor are 

40 considered to be as follows. The heat treatment in air 
causes the deposited layers 1 2 to be removed and the 
amount of functional groups containing oxygen such as 
a phenolic hydroxyl group, carboxyl group, quinonetype 
carbonyl group, and lactone group, to be increased on 

45 the exposed edges of the hexagonal carbon layers 10. 
These functional groups containing oxygen have high 
hydrophilicity and high affinity to various types of sub- 
stances. 

[0059] In addition, the hollow structure and the irreg- 
50 ularities 1 6 contribute to the anchor effect to a large * x- 
tent. 

[0060] In the case where composites are manufac- 
tured by mixing the carbon fiber with resin materials 
such as polyethylene, polypropylene, nylon, fluorores- 
55 ins such as FEP, PFA, and PTFE, polyesters, polyim- 
ides, and polycarbonates, the strength of these compos- 
ites is improved remarkably. 

[0061] The carbon fiber may be mixed not only with 
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the resin materials but also with metal materials such as 
aluminum, copper, and magnesium with good adhesion. 
[0062] FIG. 8 shows tensile strength {horizontal axis) 
and tensile modulus (vertical axis) of composites in 
which reinforcing fibers or various types of fillers are 
mixed with polypropylene (base material). The case of 
mixing 30 wt% of an untreated herring-bone carbon fiber 
is denoted by® , and the case of mixing 30 wt% of the 
above carbon fiber in which the deposited layers are re- 
moved by the heat treatment is denoted by® . 
[0063] As is clear from FIG. 8, composites containing 
the carbon fiber have strength comparable to compos- 
ites in which a glass fiber is mixed. In the case of mixing 
the carbon fiber in which the edges of the hexagonal 
carbon layers are exposed by removing the deposited 
layers (© ), the tensile strength is improved remarkably 
and the tensile modulus is improved moderately in com- 
parison with the case of mixing the untreated herring- 
bone carbon fiber (@ ). 

[0064] Generally, when the carbon fiber is mixed with 
a base material such as a resin material, the carbon fiber 
tends to break during mixing. Therefore, a large amount 
(10 wt% or more) of carbon fiber is mixed in order to 
improve the performance. However, since the carbon 
fiber of the present invention has good adhesion to base 
materials such as resins, it suffices that the amount of 
carbon fiber be in the range from 0.1 wt% or more to 1 0 
wt% or less (preferably about 0.3 wt%) in terms of 
strength. 

[0065] Moreover, the carbon fiber having a herring- 
bone structure is deformed in the shape of the letter "S", 
the letter "Z", or a spiral due to external force applied 
during mixing and fits the base material. Therefore, a 
good twining effect is expected. Specifically, the carbon 
Tiber has characteristics by which the carbon fiber sel- 
dom breaks and is easily bent, soft, twisted, rotated, and 
the like. These characteristics are obtained even if the 
deposited layers 1 2 are not removed. However, these 
characteristics are caused to occur significantly by re- 
moving the deposited layers 12. 

[0066] FIG. 9 shows the Raman spectra of a carbon 
fiber having a herring-bone structure (sample No. 24PS) 
after heating at 500 °C, 520 °C, 530 °C, and 540 °C for 
one hour in air. 

[0067] FIGS. 5 to 7 show that the deposited layers 12 
are removed by the heat treatment. As is clear from the 
spectra shown in FIG. 9, the presence of the D peak 
(1 360 cm- 1 ) and the G peak (1 580 cm-1) shows that this 
sample is a carbon fiber and has no graphitized struc- 
ture. 

[0068] Specifically, the carbon fiber having a herring- 
bone structure is considered to have a turbostratic struc- 
ture in which the carbon layers are disordered. 
[0069] This carbon fiber has a turbostratic structure in 
which the hexagonal carbon layers are stacked in par- 
allel but are shifted in the horizontal direction or rotated. 
Therefore, the carbon fiber has no crystallographic reg- 
ularity. 



[0070] The feature of this turbostratic structure is that 
intercalation of other atoms or the like seldom occurs. 
This is one of the advantages. Specifically, atoms or the 
like are easily supported on the exposed edges of the 
s hexagonal carbon layers having a high degree of activ- 
ity, since the substances are scarcely intercalated. 
Therefore, the carbon fiber is expected to function as an 
efficient support. 

[0071] FIG. 10 shows the Raman spectra of carbon 
10 fiber samples No. 1 9 PS and No. 24PS in which the edg- 
es of the hexagonal carbon layers are exposed by the 
above heat treatment. 

[0072] FIG. 11 shows the Raman spectra of the car- 
bon fiber samples No. 19PS and No. 24PS heated at 
15 3000 °C (common graphitization treatment) after the 
edges of the hexagonal carbon layers have been ex- 
posed. 

[0073] As shown in FIG. 11 , the D peak does not dis- 
appear even if the carbon fiber in which the edges of the 

20 hexagonal carbon layers are exposed is subjected to the 
graphitization treatment. This means that the carbon fib- 
er is not graphitized by the graphitization treatment. 
[0074] A diffraction line did not appear at the 112 
plane in X-ray diffractometry (not shown). This also 

2S shows that the carbon fiber was not graphitized. 

[0075] It is considered that the carbon fiber is not 
graphitized by the graphitization treatment because the 
deposited layers 12, which are easily graphitized, have 
been removed. This also shows that the remaining por- 

30 tions of the herring-bone structure are not graphitized. 
[0076] The fact that the carbon fiber is not graphitized 
at a high temperature means that the carbon fiber is 
thermally stable. 

[0077] Since the carbon fiber is not graphitized, the 
35 carbon fiber may be effectively used as an anode ma- 
terial or an additive to the anode material of a lithium ion 
battery. 

[0078] Conventionally, graphite materials have been 
used as the anode material of the lithium ion battery. 

40 However, when lithium ions are doped between layers 
of the graphite materials, the anode material expands 
due to an increase in the space between the layers. If 
the charge and discharge cycles are repeated in such 
a state, the electrode may be deformed or lithium metal 

45 may be deposited, thereby causing capacitance degra- 
dation or internal short circuits. Moreover, if the space 
between layers is expanded and contracted repeatedly, 
the graphite crystal structure may be damaged, where- 
by the cycle characteristics may be adversely affected. 

so [0079] On the contrary, the carbon fiber which is 
scarcely graphitized has a larger space between the AB 
planes than the graphite material and shows neither ex- 
pansion nor deformation between layers after doping 
with lithium ions, thereby exhibiting extremely excellent 

55 cycle characteristics. Moreover, the carbon fiber has an 
improved electrical energy density in comparison with 
the graphite material. 

[0080] Note that the carbon fiber having a herring- 



5 



BNSDOCID: <EP 1243679A2J. 



9 



EP 1 243 679 A2 



10 



bone structure in which the deposited layers 12 are not 
removed may be used effectively as the anode material 
or an additive to the anode material of certain types of 
lithium ion batteries. 

[0081] Natural graphite and graphite, which are con- 
ventional anode materials, have the following problem. 
Specifically, since the edges having an extremely high 
oxidation potential are exposed, a reaction product (lith- 
ium cobalt oxide) of the lithium ion battery is deposited 
on the edges, whereby the characteristics of the battery 
easily deteriorate. 

[0082] However, deposition of the reaction product 
can be prevented by using the carbon fiber on which the 
deposited layers 1 2 are formed thickly by controlling the 
reaction conditions as the anode material or additive to 
the anode material of the lithium ion battery. This pre- 
vent? deterioration of the battery characteristics. Al- 
thc an not suitable in all types of lithium ion batteries, 
use of the carbon fiber having a herring-bone structure 
in which the deposited layers 12 are not removed but 
are formed thickly as the anode material or additive to 
the anode material is effective in certain types of lithium 
ion batteries. 

[0083] In the carbon fiber manufactured by the vapor 
growth process according to one embodiment of the 
present invention, a number of hexagonal carbon layers 
in the shape of a bottomless cup are stacked, wherein 
the edges of the tilted hexagonal carbon layers of the 
herring-bone structure are exposed in layers. The ex- 
posed edges of the hexagonal carbon layers. have an 
extremely high degree of activity and excel in adhesion 
to base materials such as resins. Therefore, the carbon 
fiber is suitable as a material for composites excelling 
in tensile strength and compressive strength. 
[0084] The inner and outer surfaces of the carbon fib- 
er, on which the deposited layers are removed and the 
edges of the hexagonal carbon layers are exposed in 
layers, have minute irregularities at the level of atoms 
because the edges of each layer are irregular. This con- 
tributes to the anchor effect for base materials such as 
resins, whereby adhesion to the base material is further 
increased. As a result, a composite having an extremely 
high strength can be provided. 

[0085] The vapor-grown carbon fiber according to one 
embodiment of the present invention is not graphitized 
even if the carbon fiber is subjected to a heat treatment 
at a high temperature of 2500 °C or more. Therefore, 
the carbon fiber can be used as the anode material or 
additive to the anode material of the lithium ion battery. 
[0086] The composite according to one embodiment 
of the present invention excels in strength as described 
above. 



Claims 

1. A carbon fiber comprising a coaxial stacking mor- 
phology of truncated conical tubular graphene lay- 



ers, 

wherein each of the truncated conical tubular 
graphene layers includes a hexagonal carbon layer 
and has a large ring end at one end and a small ring 
s end at the other end in an axial direction; and 

wherein at least part of edges of the hexago- 
nal carbon layers is exposed at the large ring ends. 

2. The carbon fiber as defined in claim 1 , 

10 wherein at least part of edges of the hexago- 

nal carbon layers is exposed at the small ring ends. 

3. The carbon fiber as defined in claim 2, 

wherein the coaxial stacking morphology of 
'5 the truncated conical tubular graphene layers is va- 
por grown; and 

wherein at least part of a deposited film 
formed during the vapor growth is removed from the 
large and small ring ends. 

20 

4. The carbon fiber as defined in any one of claims 1 
to 3, 

wherein the coaxial stacking morphology of 
the truncated conical tubular graphene layers has 
25 a shape of a hollow core with no bridge. 

5. The carbon fiber as defined in any one of claims 1 
to 4, 

wherein an outer surface of the carbon fiber 
30 is formed of the large ring ends stacked in the axial 
direction; and 

wherein the exposed part of me edges of the 
hexagonal carbon layers has an area equal to or 
more than 2 percentages of an area of the outer sur- 
35 face. 

6. The carbon fiber as defined in claim 5, 

wherein positions of the large ring ends form- 
ing the outer surface are irregular, and the outer sur- 
40 face has minute irregularity at the level of atoms. 

7. The carbon fiber as defined in claim 2, 

wherein an inner surface of the carbon fiber 
is formed of the small ring ends stacked in the axial 
45 direction; and 

wherein positions of the small ring ends form- 
ing the inner surface are irregular, and the inner sur- 
face has minute irregularity at the level of atoms. 

so 8. The carbon fiber as defined in any one of claims 1 
to 7, 

wherein heat treatment at a temperature 
equal to or more than 2500 "C provides no graphi- 
tization of the carbon fiber. 

55 

9. The carbon fiber as defined in any one of claims 1 
to 8, 

wherein heat treatment at a temperature 
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equal to or more than 2500 °C provides no disap- 
pearance of the D peak (1 360 cm" 1 ) in the Raman 
spectrum. 

10. A composite comprising a base material with which 
the carbon fiber as defined in any one of claims 1 
to 9 is mixed in. 

11. The composite as defined in claim 10, wherein the 
base material is resin. 

12. The composite as defined in claim 10, wherein the 
base material is metal. 

13. The composite as defined in any one of claims 1 to 

wherein at least part of edges of the hexago- 
nal carbon layers is exposed at the small ring ends. 

14. The composite as defined in claim 13, 

wherein the coaxial stacking morphology of 
the truncated conical tubulargraphene layers is va- 
por grown; arid 

wherein at least part of the large and small 
ring ends is covered by a deposited film formed dur^ 
ing the vapor growth. 

15. The composite as defined in any one of claims 1 to 

14, . •• • •. ' 

wherein the coaxial stacking morphology of 
the truncated conical tubular graphene layers has 
a shape of a hollow core with no bridge. 

16. The composite as^defined In any one of claims 1 to 

15, 'afo ' ';' 

wherein an outer surface of the carbon fiber 
is formed of the large ring ends stacked in the axial 
direction; and 

wherein the exposed part of the edges of the 
hexagonal carbon layers has an area equal to or 
more then 2 percentages of an area of the outer sur- 
face. 

17. The composite as defined in claim 16, 

wherein positions of the large ring ends form- 
ing the outersurface are irregular, and the outersur- 
face has minute irregularity at the level of atoms. 

18. The composite as defined in claim 13, 

wherein an inner surface of the carbon fiber 
is formed of the small ring ends stacked in the axial 
direction; and 

wherein positions of the small ring ends form- 
ing the inner surface are irregular, and the inner sur- 
face has minute irregularity at the level of atoms. 

19. A carbon fiber comprising a vapor-grown coaxial 
stacking morphology of truncated conical tubular 



graphene layers, 

wherein each of the truncated conical tubular 
graphene layers includes a hexagonal carbon layer 
and has a large ring end at one end and a small ring 
end at the other end in an axial direction; and 

wherein at least part of a deposited film 
formed during the vapor growth is removed from the 
large and small ring ends. 

20. A composite comprising a base material with which 
the carbon fiber as defined in claim 1 9 is mixed in. 
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